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Cover Picture: NMC Chairman David Rigden with a 5lb 12oz thick lipped mullet 
caught and released in the Grimbury Bay area of Christchurch Harbour. This 
ranks a fine specimen in mullet angling terms, though it is an unexceptional 
capture at Christchurch.
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Overview

This paper has been prepared by the National Mullet Club to explain the exceptional 
importance of Christchurch Harbour as a recreational mullet fishery accessible to 
anglers.

The Christchurch mullet fishery is accessed by anglers from all over the country as well 
as local anglers. The National Mullet Club regards the fishery as a resource of national 
importance and is grateful to the local custodians of that resource, Christchurch Angling 
Club, for allowing wider access. In return we hope the contents of this paper will assist 
Christchurch Angling Club in safeguarding and developing their mullet fishery for the 
benefit of all.

The National Mullet Club recognises the potentially fragile nature of the ecology of 
Christchurch Harbour, including the mullet population, and is broadly supportive of 
measures necessary to conserve the Harbour environment. At the same time, NMC 
recognises the importance of public access to the Harbour and its immediate 
surroundings and believes that if properly managed, most or all existing user activities 
can co-exist with a thriving ecology.

Angling generally is an activity with a high socio-economic value and a low 
environmental impact. The socio-economic value of Christchurch’s mullet fishery is 
unusually high because of its exceptional quality. The environmental impact of mullet 
angling is reduced by its almost exclusively catch-and-release nature and by the 
environmental awareness of the largely specialist anglers involved.

This paper examines the nature and state of the mullet fishery in Christchurch Harbour 
in the contexts of the wider fishery and of the local environment, and interactions 
between mullet anglers and other user groups. It makes recommendations for 
improvement of the mullet fishery and for management measures of the fishery to further 
ensure minimal environmental impact. 

NMC does not support any further limitation of access to enjoy the historic right to fish 
from the Harbour shore. Access is already limited by the requirement to buy permits, by 
the nature of large tracts of shoreline, by other usages such as boat moorings and by 
voluntary withdrawal from particularly sensitive areas. Further limitation would damage 
the socio-economic value of the fishery to negligible benefit, environmental or otherwise.



4

1. Purpose

1.1 This paper has been prepared by the National Mullet Club to inform organisations 
and individuals with an interest in the management of Christchurch Harbour and 
surrounding areas of the importance of mullet angling in Christchurch Harbour.

1.2 In the immediate future it is hoped this paper will inform the development of the new 
management plan for Stanpit Marsh and the review of the byelaws controlling use of 
Stanpit Marsh by Christchurch Borough Council.

1.3 While the main focus of the paper is on mullet angling, other forms of angling are 
considered in less detail where appropriate.

2. Introduction – National Mullet Club

2.1 The National Mullet Club is an organisation that promotes recreational angling for 
and conservation of the three species of grey mullet that inhabit the waters of the British 
Isles.

2.2 NMC was founded in 1975 as a result of the ever-growing number of anglers fishing 
for grey mullet.  Right from the formation of the Club, the negative effect of commercial 
fishing on mullet stocks was recognised and conservation has been regarded as highly 
as actually catching mullet.  At that time a very high proportion of sea fish caught by 
recreational anglers were killed as a matter of course.  NMC helped lead  the way in 
encouraging catch and release angling and this has spread to many saltwater species.

2.3 The NMC is very active in sea fishing politics, for example being affiliate members of 
the All Party Parliamentary Group on Coastal and Marine Issues, and uses a proportion 
of club funds directly for conservation work. NMC is a member of the Marine 
Conservation Society and works closely with the Sea Angling Conservation Network.

2.4 Club members submit regular catch returns and this helps to point to changes in 
mullet populations, whether it is overall numbers or size of fish, in specific areas.  During 
the 1990s the Club carried out a tagging survey and although it was on a fairly small 
scale, returns showed that mullet can travel great distances but are thought to return to 
the same area each summer, so that real local benefit can be achieved from catch and 
release angling.  The Club has recently been approached by CEFAS regarding carrying 
out further tagging work. It remains the case that too little is known about the breeding 
patterns of grey mullet but it is hoped that the proposed tagging programme with CEFAS 
will help to follow seasonal migration and establish the whereabouts of spawning 
grounds.

2.5 NMC has recently completed a Mullet Conservation Paper, viewable at
http://www.thenationalmulletclub.org/mcpsept06v3.pdf, highlighting the socio-economic 
value of grey mullet angling and recommending measures to preserve and enhance the 
mullet fishery.  The paper has recently been submitted to DEFRA with the backing of the 
National Federation of Sea Anglers and is expected to be considered during 2007. 
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3. Grey Mullet in Christchurch Harbour

3.1 It may be useful to provide detail of habits and habitat of grey mullet whilst within the 
Harbour.  Mullet are seldom seen in the Harbour during the depths of winter; they move 
out to sea and are believed to seek warmer, deepwater areas.  The first fish usually 
appear towards the end of March or early April, depending on how quickly the 
temperature rises.  They gradually leave the Harbour in the autumn, the timing being 
weather-dependant: prolonged cold weather or large amounts of floodwater will drive the 
mullet out to sea.  This may happen from early October to the middle of November.

3.2 There are actually three separate species of grey mullet commonly found in British 
waters and all have been recorded in the Harbour.  The following observations are to 
help give a profile of each species.

3.2.1 Thin Lipped Grey Mullet (Liza ramada)
At the time of writing, this species appears to be by far the most prolific in Christchurch 
Harbour.  They often move in shoals of several hundred fish that are usually between 
one and a half and four pounds in weight. They are the most tolerant of the three 
species of fresh water. Thin-lips can be found from the bottom area of the Harbour all 
the way up to the lower section of Throop Fishery on the Dorset Stour and throughout 
the Royalty Fishery on the Hampshire Avon.    Thin-lips are usually found along the 
course of the main river channel through the harbour, they are less common in the blind 
creeks and bays either side.  They are usually resident along the stretch of river channel 
downstream from Grimbury Bay.

The smaller and more numerous thin 
lipped mullet make a good introduction 
to mullet fishing for young anglers.
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3.2.2 Thick Lipped Grey Mullet (Chelon labrosus)
Back in the 1970s this was the most prolific species in the system, large shoals could be 
seen throughout the harbour and well up the Stour and Avon.  The usual size of these 
fish was from three to five pounds in weight.  Towards the end of the 1970s, the number 
of thick-lips being caught by anglers fell significantly.  This continues to be the case to 
the present day, although the fall in numbers has been accompanied by an increase in 
the average size (see Section 4).  Thick-lips are to be found in a wider area than thin-
lips.  As well as following the main river channel, they frequent the creeks and inter-tidal 
areas along edge of the harbour. They seem to be less tolerant of low temperature 
than thin-lips, arriving slightly later in the spring and being the first to depart in the 
autumn when the conditions deteriorate.

3.2.3 Golden Grey Mullet (Liza auratus)
Of our native species, golden greys appear in Christchurch Harbour least frequently.  
For many years the only golden grey reported to NMC from Christchurch was one that 
equalled the official British rod caught record.  This fish was caught by a club member in 
1994.  No more were reported until 2005 when several were caught by members and 
non-members.  2006 also saw captures of golden greys and during the autumn some 
fairly large shoals of fish weighing around eight ounces were observed in one of the 
creeks. Golden greys are generally regarded as a full-saltwater species and it is 
considered unusual for them to be present in a habitat such as Christchurch Harbour.  It 
could be that a combination of low river flows and a slight increase in sea level has 
made the environment, at times, more saline.

The rarer golden grey mullet, identifiable by its long pectoral fin and the golden 
spot on its gill cover, appears to be increasing in numbers in Christchurch 
Harbour. A Christchurch “goldie” jointly holds the British (Rod Caught) Record.

3.3 In addition to the three well known species, the flathead or striped mullet (Mugil 
cephalus) has been caught on at least three occasions in Christchurch Harbour.  Details 
and photographs of one of the captures were sent to Alwyn Wheeler from the Natural 
History Museum and whilst he acknowledged the likely identification, without the body of 
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the fish he would not confirm this for a record claim.  The captor chose to return the fish 
alive.

3.4 Christchurch Harbour is an important nursery to very small mullet fry.  Both thin-lips 
and thick-lips are to be found, often in their thousands in the shallow creeks and bays.
They provide a significant food-source for birds such as herons, egrets and terns. Some 
areas formerly used by mullet fry have become degraded, such as the small stream that 
used to enter the top of Grimbury Bay that is now overgrown and silted up.

4. Mullet Angling in Christchurch Harbour

4.1 Mullet angling requires a very specialised approach compared to many branches of 
the sport.  Although bracketed with sea angling, the level of finesse normally associated 
with coarse angling or game fishing is needed.  For many years mullet fishing was 
undersubscribed, coarse anglers dismissed it as ‘sea fishing’ and sea anglers were used 
to much heavier tackle and methods that were unsuccessful for mullet fishing.

4.2 It was not until the 1960s that specialist mullet anglers began to appear in any 
numbers.  Christchurch Harbour was one of the first venues that stood out as a notable 
venue.  Members of Christchurch Angling Club regularly fished the harbour for roach 
and dace; using their fine gear, they inevitably caught mullet and many of them actually 
started to set out to catch mullet.

4.3 As news of this sport spread, anglers started to travel from other parts of the country 
to fish for mullet.  Many of the founder members of the National Mullet Club fished the 
harbour for five years or more prior to the founding of the Club in 1975.    

4.4 What has remained constant up until the present day is the fact that Christchurch 
Harbour regularly produces much larger mullet than other venues.  Anglers with 
adequate mullet fishing on their doorstep are prepared to travel long distances to fish 
Christchurch Harbour, knowing that there is a far greater chance of catching an 
exceptional fish. In so doing they contribute significantly to the local community in 
supporting local businesses such as tackle shops, guest houses and pubs.

4.5 In 1993 NMC decided to categorise captures into a series of regions.  This made 
catch analysis more easy to read and patterns easier to recognise.  In areas such as 
along the south coast where mullet angling is fairly intense, each county is a designated 
region.  Christchurch stands out so much even from the immediate area that it became a 
“region” in its own right.

4.6 The chart below shows a record of thick lipped mullet caught in the five years from 
2001 to 2005.  Christchurch accounted for a little over 6% of total fish caught by NMC 
members but 33% of mullet weighing more than six pounds caught were from 
Christchurch.

Mullet Weights <2lbs 2lbs+ 3lbs+ 4lbs+ 5lbs+ 6lbs+ 7lbs+ 8lbs+ 9lbs+ All

All Regions 967 1034 1140 566 259 73 26 11 2 4078

Christchurch 26 39 70 54 33 21 9 3 1 256

Percentages 5.6% at Christchurch 33.0% at Christchurch 6.3%
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4.7 Over the last few years some exceptional fish have been caught from Christchurch 
Harbour.  During 1997 a thick lipped mullet of 10lbs 4ozs was caught by an angler 
fishing from a boat in the Harbour.  This exceeds the official British boat-caught record 
but the angler chose to release the fish alive rather than kill it to make a claim.   Other 
very large fish have been recorded, notably one fish of 10lbs 1oz was landed in 1996 
and recaptured at 9lbs 14ozs in 1997.

4.8 Christchurch Harbour is a site of national importance to angling for its ability to 
produce specimen-sized mullet on a consistent basis. The average size of thick-lips is 
continuing to rise year after year. Unfortunately the number of smaller ones is steadily 
decreasing. At the moment there seems to be a healthy population of thin-lips but given 
that mullet are extremely slow growing and vulnerable to commercial pressure, stocks of 
all species need to be nurtured.

5. Other Angling Interest

5.1 Although NMC members single-mindedly fish for grey mullet, they take a keen 
interest in the aquatic environment and record other species of fish either caught or 
observed.  Christchurch Harbour is a rich and varied environment which is ideal for 
several species. Those caught regularly and of significant angling interest are 
highlighted in bold.

5.2.1 Sea Angling:  thick lipped grey mullet, thin lipped grey mullet, golden grey 
mullet, flathead mullet, bass, flounder, common goby.

5.2.2 Most angling for sea species takes place in the main river channel below Grimbury 
Point but various shallow creeks and bays are frequented extensively by thick lipped 
grey mullet and are fished by mullet anglers.

5.3.1 Coarse Angling: freshwater eel, dace, roach, freshwater bream, chub, common 
carp, mirror carp, perch, rudd.

5.3.2 Most coarse angling takes place in Grimbury Bay and from the shingle bank for a 
short distance below Grimbury Point.

5.4.1 Game Fishing: sea trout, brown trout, rainbow trout, salmon.

5.4.2 Sea trout may be seen jumping throughout the Harbour but most angling activity 
directed at them takes place in the main river channel from small boats and from the 
shingle shore below Grimbury Point.
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6. Angling Access

6.1 The fishing rights to most of the Harbour shore are leased by Christchurch Angling 
Club (CAC).

6.2 This includes the left bank of the River Avon, running downstream through the 
Claypool, the whole of Stanpit Marsh to the boundary at Inveravon.  On the right bank of 
the Dorset Stour, the CAC fishing rights extend through the Claypool and down as far as 
the Saltings.  

6.3 Downstream of the CAC water on each side of the harbour, fishing is free.
To fish the Claypool area of the Harbour, full membership of CAC is required, the annual 
fee being £120.00.  Annual and day Harbour permits are available for the area 
downstream of the Claypool, annual permits costing £30.00 and day permits £4.00. 
Under the terms of the CAC permits it is also necessary to possess an Environment 
Agency rod license to fish (even for sea species) costing a minimum of £24.00 per 
annum.

6.4 In practice, much of the Harbour shore is not accessible because of heavy 
vegetation or private water frontage, not fishable because of high levels of activity by 
small boats and windsurfers, or avoided on a voluntary basis to minimise potential 
conflict with birdwatchers. The map illustrates those areas fishable and not.

Image produced from the Ordnance Survey Get-a-map service. Image reproduced with kind permission of Ordnance Survey and 
Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland.

6.5 Most fishing for all species takes place in the main river channel from either small 
boats or the shore, particularly from the shingle bank below Grimbury Point. However 
the other fishable banks marked are important to mullet anglers as these consistently 
produce the biggest thick-lipped mullet, either because the shallow creeks and bays are 
their preferred habitat or because they shy away from the boat traffic in the river 
channel. Thus maintaining access to these areas is important to NMC.

Key

Heavy angling activity

Moderate angling activity

Occasional angling activity

Area avoided by NMC 
members

Restricted angling access 
due to heavy vegetation 
and/or difficult terrain
Private water frontage with 
restricted angling access

Not fished because of boat 
launching activity, 
moorings  etc

       CAC   Limit
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The largest mullet, such as this wonderful 8lb 5oz thick lip caught by David 
Matthews, seem to prefer the quiet creeks and bays of Christchurch Harbour to 
the main river channel, where perhaps they are disturbed by boat activity.

7. Code of Practice

7.1 Both the controlling club, CAC, and the NMC attach great importance to good 
angling practice.  Members pride themselves on creating minimal disturbance to wildlife 
and the environment.  

7.2 The CAC members book carries telephone numbers for the RSPCA, swan rescue 
and the Environment Agency emergency number for pollution.

7.3 The NMC code of conduct can be viewed at 
http://www.thenationalmulletclub.org/nmc_code_of_conduct.htm

7.4 Over the years since NMC was founded, the Club has worked hard to promote good 
angling practice among established mullet anglers.  Newcomers to the sport including
junior anglers are actively welcomed and a special effort is made to ensure that they are 
successful by way of the First Mullet Scheme.  An experienced angler will help with 
tuition and show how to handle and release fish without harming them as well as 
ensuring compliance with the code of conduct and general good angling etiquette.
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8. Interaction between NMC members and other Harbour Users

8.1 NMC members aim to be as considerate as possible to others who enjoy pursuits in 
the outdoor environment and this is usually reciprocated.  The following users of the 
Christchurch Harbour or Stanpit Marsh sometimes come in contact with mullet anglers.

8.2.1 General Boat Traffic. The level of boat traffic in the main river channel can become 
tiresome at peak times for anglers fishing the shingle shore below Grimbury and it is 
likely that the noise and wash may displace better specimen fish to quieter areas of the 
Harbour. Many boat owners show consideration to anglers by slowing down and/or 
giving a wide berth but equally many plough through at speeds well above the speed 
limit which is a particular hazard to wading anglers and anglers moored in small boats.

8.2.2 Hired motorboats.  Hirers of the small motorboats tend to be unaware of other 
people using the harbour and the location of the main channel.  They tend to plough 
through angler’s lines without realising and often cause other boat traffic to take avoiding 
action.  There seems to be a decrease in the number of hire boats using the harbour.

8.2.3 Kayaks.  Kayakers tend to roam freely around the harbour rather than staying in 
the boating channel.  They are usually observant and tend to give anglers a wide berth.  
Mullet do not seem to be disturbed by them.

8.2.4 Sail boats.  Although often at the mercy of the wind, people in sailboats are also 
courteous to anglers and cause the minimum disturbance possible.

8.2.5 Windsurfers.  Most of this activity is in the lower part of the Harbour, usually a long 
way from the shore other than in the immediate area of launching so disturbance is 
minimal.

8.2.6 Christchurch Rowing Club. The rowers stay near the main channel and although 
wading anglers are in close proximity there has never been any problem.

8.3 Dog walkers.  When fishing the shingle bank below Grimbury Bay, anglers are 
passed by a large number of dog walkers, no significant problems are encountered.  
People throwing sticks into the water for dogs tend to keep well clear of anglers.

8.4 Bird watchers.  Until  2004, no problems were encountered between birdwatchers 
and anglers.  With an upsurge in the number of birdwatchers, tensions have developed 
and the presence of anglers is perceived as disturbing bird life by a small number. NMC 
members voluntarily refrain from fishing the shore of Stanpit Bight, an area known to be 
of particular importance for birdwatchers usually located on and around Crouch Hill.

8.5 Christchurch Borough Council Officials.  During the course of the last couple of 
years, many anglers have experienced problems caused by confusion over access for 
angling on Stanpit Marsh.  It seems that neither the wardens on the marsh nor the 
officials on the CBC boat patrol have been adequately informed of the extent of the 
fishery that has been leased by Christchurch Angling Club.  The situation has apparently 
been worsened by recent pressure by some birdwatchers to make large areas of the
Marsh off limits.
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8.6.1 Commercial netting.  It is very difficult to find detailed information about commercial 
netting and catch rates.  Netting in Christchurch Harbour targets salmon, sea trout and 
bass as well as mullet.  Illegal netting and poaching is widely believed to take place in 
the Harbour. The monofilament nets used have the potential to exact collateral damage 
on wildlife other than fish, such as some bird species and aquatic mammals.

8.6.2 The National Mullet Club has taken the position that mullet should be recognised 
as a Recreational Angling Species and commercial netting of the species ended.  As 
stated in the Club’s Mullet Conservation Paper (see section 2.5), recreational mullet 
anglers spend an average of £20 - £25 per kilo of mullet caught, much of which benefits 
the local community.  Wholesale they sell for typically £1.70 per kilo.  A shoal of mullet 
weighing between three and five pounds removed by a net will be aged from ten to 
eighteen years. So it will be a considerable time before these fish are replaced by 
nature, if ever.  

8.6.3 Given that Christchurch Harbour is such a unique fishery, there is a very strong 
case for mullet netting to be outlawed ahead of a national decision. At the very least, 
tighter regulation and supervision of netting is essential. The on-site wardens should 
receive training in identification of potentially illegal netting activity so that such problems 
could be reported to the Environment Agency for further action. Ideally there should be 
some element of patrolling outside “office hours”. 

8.7 Boat Moorings.  The most recent moorings that have been added to the Claypool are 
considered by many anglers to be detrimental to the fishery.  Christchurch Angling Club 
has lost both mullet and bass anglers as these new obstacles have made it extremely 
hard to land sizeable hard fighting specimens of each species.  Any extension of the line 
of moorings at the top of Grimbury Bay towards Grimbury Point would similarly impinge 
on anglers fishing the Grimbury area. Whilst moorings are obviously a source of revenue 
to the owners,  members of CAC also pay to use the Harbour.

9. Anglers and Disturbance

9.1 The majority of angling on Stanpit Marsh takes place from the shingle shore below 
Grimbury and the grassy east bank of the creek below the footbridge which appear to be 
relatively non-contentious areas in relation to disturbance of birds and other wildlife.

9.2 However, although relatively lightly fished, access to other areas of the marsh bank 
as identified in the map in section 6.4 is important for mullet anglers because of the large 
specimen thick-lipped mullet that frequent the adjacent shallow waters.

9.3 The short section of accessible marsh on the west bank of the creek below the 
footbridge is a lightly fished but welcome occasional refuge for mullet anglers when 
westerly gales blow. As this section is close to the public path, it does not appear to be a 
major haven for birdlife and as the ground is frequently over-trodden by ponies and 
cattle any damage to the marsh fabric by occasional anglers would appear to be of little 
significance.

9.4.1 Access to other areas of the marsh shore is possibly more contentious, although 
again these areas are relatively lightly fished.
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9.4.2 Anglers generally cross the marsh to reach the shore before the high water period 
when the marsh is most populated by birds, and leave after the high water period. The 
level of damage caused to the marsh fabric is again much less than that caused by 
ponies and cattle, and the level of disturbance to such birds as are present is probably 
similar. 

9.4.3 Once fishing, it is in the interest of mullet anglers to adopt a cautious, low profile 
approach to their pursuit as  the swims concerned are shallow and the fish are easily 
frightened.  Most anglers wear clothing to blend in with the surroundings, they also avoid 
making sharp movements that would draw attention to themselves.  Conducting 
themselves in such a manner minimises disturbance to wildlife and when fishing it is 
common for various bird species to encroach within a few yards of anglers.

The shallow marsh shore of Stanpit is a lightly fished but highly valued venue for 
the size of the thick lipped mullet that can be caught. NMC members avoid the 
section most valued by bird-watchers and do not cross the marsh over the high 
water period when it is most populated by birds.

9.5 The Christchurch Harbour Ornithological Group maintains a daily record of bird 
sightings on its website
http://www.chog.org.uk/Sightings%20Archive/Sightings%20Archive%20Index.htm.
Occasionally this record refers to disturbance incidents on Stanpit Marsh. In 2006 these 
have related to sail boats, kayaks and dogs but not angling, even on days when anglers 
are known to have crossed the marsh to fish.

9.6 It is believed a more detailed record of disturbance incidents may have been
maintained jointly by CHOG and CBC. At the time of writing CBC has failed to meet a 
request for information relating to any angling-related disturbance.
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9.7 At present therefore there is no evidence in the public domain to support a case for 
further restriction on the historic right to fish the marsh shores.

9.8.1 Anglers fishing the marsh shores are exclusively “serious” about their sport and 
most unlikely to leave litter.

9.8.2 There is a more significant potential  litter problem on the popular shingle bank 
area that attracts some “less serious” anglers including some fishing without permits. 
More effective bailiffing of the fishery would largely resolve this potential problem at 
source.

9.8.3 It should be borne in mind that much litter found on the shingle shore is not 
attributable to anglers but is water-borne on the river flow from Christchurch town or 
flood tide from Mudeford, or thrown overboard by pleasure boaters. 

9.8.4 Litter that is obviously angling-related is often removed by other anglers who are 
anxious to maintain the image of their sport.  Jointly with efforts by CBC staff any litter 
problem appears to be manageable.

9.9 Some National Mullet Club members are also full members of Christchurch Angling 
Club so they are aware that many of the waters controlled by CAC are in 
environmentally sensitive areas and include S.S.S.I.s  The fishing has continued to run 
smoothly in these locations for many years.

10. Impact of Angling on Mullet Stocks

10.1 In the NMC Conservation Paper (see section 2.5) it is estimated that over 90% of 
mullet caught by anglers are returned alive.

10.2 At Christchurch, where there is a significant coarse-angling influence, most anglers 
return all the mullet they catch and the overall return rate is likely to be well in excess of 
90%.

10.3 The accidental mortality rate for hooked mullet is very low (less than 1%) because 
the techniques used very rarely result in deep hooking and the fish are not subject to 
serious pressure changes when caught from shallow water. Tagging studies have 
shown mullet survive catch-and-release well.

10.4 Current CAC rules allow for the removal of four mullet per angler per day from the 
Harbour fishery.

10.5 Whilst acknowledging that in practice few anglers remove any mullet from 
Christchurch, NMC feels this bag limit sends an unfortunate message to new anglers to 
the sport, a message that is incompatible with its own conservation ethos and that fails 
to recognise the decline in mullet stocks due to commercial fishing.
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Large thick lipped 
mullet such as Gary 
Scriven’s 8lb 5oz 
specimen may be 25 
years old. NMC 
members and most 
other anglers 
recognise the 
importance of 
returning these fish 
alive, though NMC 
would like to see 
catch-and-release of 
mullet made a 
formal requirement 
at Christchurch.

11. Recommendations …

11.1 Identification and conservation of sites important for the fry of mullet and other 
species and where practicable, restoration of former sites.

11.2 CBC warden remit to include identification of potential illegal netting in the Harbour 
adjacent to Stanpit Marsh (to include appropriate training and early/late site visits) and 
liaison with the Environment Agency to remove illegal nets.

11.3 Maintenance of the existing right to fish from the Harbour shore, if necessary with  
byelaw exemptions for angling such as written into existing byelaw 2(c).

11.4 Christchurch Angling Club to consider mechanisms for more effective bailiffing of 
the Harbour fishery to remove anglers fishing without permits who are potentially those 
most likely to cause disturbance and leave litter. One possibility may be to share 
bailiffing powers with CBC wardens with appropriate training.

11.5 CAC and NMC to consider issuing more detailed guidance to their memberships
specifically with regard to best practice when fishing Stanpit Marsh.

11.6 Christchurch Angling Club to consider the reduction (preferably to zero) of the bag 
limit for mullet allowed to be taken by anglers.

11.7 A regular and effective liaison group involving CBC, angling groups and other user 
groups intended to identify issues of common concern and resolve potential conflicts of 
interest quickly. NMC recognises that although CAC leases the fishing rights for 
Christchurch Harbour, the CAC officers and committee may lack the day-to-day 
familiarity with the Harbour enjoyed by several NMC members. For this reason NMC 
would request to contribute to such a liaison group in addition to CAC.
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12. NMC Contact Details

12.1 General enquiries about NMC should be addressed to the Club Secretary, Ben 
Mullins at Flat1, 38 Sackville Road, Hove, East Sussex, BN3 3FB.

12.2 Enquiries about this paper and other conservation-related issues should be 
addressed to the Club Chairman, David Rigden at 66 Church Road, Hayling Island, 
Hampshire, PO11 0NX.

12.3 This paper is available in electronic form to view or download at the NMC website, 
www.thenationalmulletclub.org.

A peaceful Grimbury Marsh scene at the end of the 2006 mullet season in 
November
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Back Cover photos: NMC members Chris Barnard (top) and Steve Tierney with 
thick lipped mullet weighing 6lb 11oz and 7lb 9oz respectively. Both fish were 
returned alive.
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